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Out of the Minutes

Regular Communication of Cornerstone Lodge No. 19
September 20, 2007

and 16 Visitor signed the Register.
The meeting was called to Order at 7:31 by
Worshipful Master Mike Douglas.
calling the meeting was read.
Lodge lowered to the EA Degree to admit FC & EA.

for Calgary Highwood
District and entourage were invited into the Lodge.
RWBro Dan Elms was given Grand Honors 7 times
GL Officers and Sitting Masters were invited
to the East.

were welcomed from Perfection No. 9,
Zetland No. 83, Granite No. 127, Invanhoe No. 142,
Canada No. 165, Elbow River No. 180, and Glenbow
No. 184,

were tabled as approved by the three
principal officers and available on the Secretary’s
desk for review by any member.

Non Reported

! The following received from
G.L.: list of 2007 — 2008 officers, advice of the
passing of MWBro. Gerald T. Weber P.G.M. and
Obituary, advice of the passing of MWBro. Robert A.
Drury G.M. and Obituary. Acceptance by the G.M.
Elect to attend our October meeting in place of the
G.M., a letter advising the suspension of P.G.M
William Unrau by the G. Lodge of B.C. & Yukon,
and instruction how to list officers on the Lodge
Notice. All other correspondence was handled at the
G.P. meeting.

All bills were within budget and
reviewed at the G.P. meeting. Financial Statements
are on Sec\Treas’s desk for review by the brethren.
(cont.)

Upcoming Events

GP meeting - 9:00 am Sat. Oct. 13/07
Reaular Meetina Thurs. Oct. 18/07

Minutes September 20, 2007 (cont.)

t$ None

! # $ %
Darrel Wade Bass — Favorable
Andrzej Wojcicki - Favorable

! G.P. Minutes were summarized by
S.W. Bro. Jim Carswell. A copy is on the Sec.’s desk for
review.
Entertainment — Planning Widows evening for later this year.
Education — Bill Stark will present a Bio. at the Oct. meeting.
Temple Board. - The casino was a success and the roof has
been repaired and a new floor installed. The mould problem
on the walls, and new ceiling tiles are being looked after, and
paving of the parking lot is being investigated.

[ Ashlar - A description of what they were
and what they represent was presented by S.W. Bro Jim
Carswell.

VWBro Cyril Abbott presented a biography of
William Wynn Westcott identifying his varied involvement and
the many contributions he made to masonry.

¢ () * delivered a few words about the Masonic
Foundation, saying what it was and what its goals were, and
some of the accomplishments in the past year. He challenged all
lodges in the Calgary Highwood District to come up with a local
charity; to receive a donation from the Foundation.

+, took the floor and advised he had examined the
books of the Lodge and finds them to be in exceptional shape.
He indicated the District Meeting will be held on November 28
in the evening. He commented on the G.M.’s theme for the
upcoming year — P. A. C. E., - Positive Action Creates
Enthusiasm. He also stated we have 3 Masonic rites in Alberta,
The York Rite. the Canadian Rite. and the Riaht to Visit.
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SECRET SOCIETIES
By
John Zryd

My interest in secret societies began while
reading two books; Dan Brown’s “Angels and
Demons” which deals with the Illuminati, an
organization with a vendetta against the Roman
Catholic Pope and Graham Hancock’s “Talisman,” an
historic treatment of 'secret cities and secret faiths." A
third book, “Secret Societies and Subversive
Movements”, by Nesta Webster has whole sections
about the llluminati. In this paper, I will mention many
lost or ancient religions and will attempt to connect the
ancient beliefs with today’s Masonic organizations.

, , a great, forbidden, dualist faith,
was perhaps best described in “Holy Blood/Holy
Grails" by Micheal Baigent and Richard Leigh
as..."perhaps the most profoundly radical of heresies —
essentially a fusion of Gnostic Christianity with skeins
of earlier Zoroastrian and Mithraic traditions.”

Manichaeism was founded by an individual
named Mani or Manes who was born near Baghdad in
A.D. 214 to a family related to the Persian royal house.

As a youth, Mani was introduced by his father
into an unspecified (probably Gnostic) mystical cult.
According to later Arab historians, Mani produced
many books in which he revealed secrets that Jesus had
mentioned only obscurely and obliquely. He regarded
Zarathustra, Buddha, and Jesus as his forerunners and
declared that he, like them, had received the same
enlightenment from the same source.

His teaching consisted of a Gnostic dualism,
wedded to an imposing and elaborate cosmological
edifice.  Pervading everything was the universal
conflict of light and darkness and the most important
battlefield for those imposed principles was the human
soul. Like the ancient Cathars, Mani espoused the
doctrine of reincarnation and he too insisted on an
initiate class, an “illuminated elect”. He referred to
Jesus as “the son of the widow” a phrase subsequently
appropriated by Free Masonry. - The
Gnostic religion revealed by the Nag Hammadi texts is
unambiguously dualist. It starkly envisages two potent
spiritual forces at work in the fullness of all existence —
the God of love and goodness and the God of light,
hate, and evil.

In Alexandria, one of their prime centers, the
Gnostics lived in close contact with the last vestiges of
the ancient Egyptian religion. Also co-existing with
Judaism and earlier Christianity, they honored Christ,
unlike the other cults and post — Christian dualist
groups that emphasized ascetism.

The dualist religious doctrines attributed to the
Templars were not linked, however to the Albigenses
Movement in Europe but had been, linked to the
doctrines of the Bogomils, and the Caathari; two
religious sects which spread westward from Bulgaria
and Bosnia into France.

A Knights Templar in his War Outfit

It was owing to their sojourn in Bulgaria that the
Cathari gained the nickname of “Bulgars or Bourges"
(given to them by the Church) signifying those addicted
to unnatural vice. One section of the Cathari in the
South of France became known after 1180 as the
Albigenses, thus called from the town Albi, although
their headquarters were really in Toulouse.

Christian in name only, they adhered in secret to
the Gnostic and Manichean doctrines of the earlier
Cathari. It appeared to have combined with Johannism
since, like this Eastern Sect, they claimed to posses
their Gospel of St John. (Continued next issue)
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The Lodge held an “At Home” which was very
successful.
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Bro. M.L. Wallace showed color pictures and a
travelogue of his trip to New Zealand. Attendance:
20.
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Regular Communication. Attendance: 24 members




